
Reading Ladder 
August 29th - January 21 

Title Author Pages 

Nine Stories  JD Salinger 195 

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald 144 

A Streetcar Named Desire Tennessee Williams 142 

Me Before You Jojo Moyes 369 

A Thousand Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini 384 
 

Milk and Honey  Rupi Kaur  204 

Death of a Salesman  Arthur Miller  117 

Macbeth  William Shakespeare  260 

William Shakespeare 
Quotations 

William Shakespeare through 
Jarrold Publishing 

60 

The Alchemist Paulo Coelho 182 

Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte 598 

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen  379 

Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad  92 

Things Fall Apart  Chinua Achebe 209 

The Hollow Men T.S Eliot 5 

The Love Song of Alfred J. 
Prufrock 

T.S Eliot 5 

*In order of what was read first 
August 29th - January 21 
Total Pages Read: 3345 
Total Pages Read Per Week: 3345/20= 167  
Total Pages Read Per Week: 3345/145= 23  
 
Currently Reading: Outliers  by Malcolm Gladwell 
Total Number of Pages: 309  
Total Pages Read So Far: 23 
 



 
Reflection: 

I am somewhat satisfied with my reading rate as I had a very tough semester with four 
core subjects and technical theatre. However, I still feel like I need to be reading more than I 
already do to be successful with the AP exam in May and the diploma next year. I do anticipate 
my reading rate growing as I enter second semester as I have a much easier course load, thus 
freeing up time for me to read.  

 
 

Top 3 Reads:  
 

1) Things Fall Apart  by Chinua Achebe 
 
This novel was one that I had been looking forward to reading ever since Maryam spoke about 
her deep connections with the novel way back at the beginning of the semester - it did not 
disappoint. I found that I was captivated by the simple yet endearing story, that was almost told 
as if someone were reading it to me. This novel also offered me understanding - it showed me a 
side of Nigerian culture and the importance of community. Throughout, the novel the role of 
customs and traditions is incredibly important and decides the fate of men, women, and 
children. Some of the customs practiced in this culture would certainly be frowned upon in the 
West yet are perfectly acceptable, but it is their role that allows for this community to act and 
behave as one synergized unit, which is what makes the novel one of utmost importance.  
 

2) Jane Eyre  by Charlotte Bronte 
 
By far, this is one of my favourite novels to date; however, I chose to put it “second” because I 
found that Things Fall Apart  offered me much more insight into the human condition. Jane Eyre 
has always been a piece of my heart because I find that I am very similar to Jane -  a 
combination of reason and passion, but I haven’t quite found the balance that Jane had. Jane 
was ahead of her time, she was a strong woman who put hers needs before the wants of 
others. To me, Jane is inspiring, she is a role model. Teenage girls, like myself, can learn from 
her; we can learn the powers that come with being a woman, Eyre embraces feminism, a 
concept well before her time. During the 1800’s females were treated like slaves, they had little 
to no rights and the only thing they were expected to do was marry a man and live their life out 
with him. However, Jane did not do this, she stood up for herself, studied and worked 
proficiently, and  never let love sway her from what she wanted out of life. Jane Eyre is a 
classic, and often classics are full of complicated and out-of-date language, yet reading Bronte’s 
work wasn’t challenging, just the sheer enjoyment of the novel added to the experience of 
reading it. The language was, yes, complicated but through the author’s phrasing and general 
sentence structure following along was not hard. Living in today’s society I have been raised 
with the concept that men and women are equal and that both sexes should be treated the 
same. Reading Jane Eyre contributed to this mindset as Jane completely embraced the concept 



of gender equality; by reading it, one can transform into well-informed adults who understand 
what it is like to be a female growing up in a male driven society. 
 
 

3)  Milk and Honey  by Rupi Kaur 
 
After hearing everyone in my english class gossip about their love for this collection of poetry I 
wanted to try it out myself; however, I am not much of a poetry gal. Prior to reading Milk and 
Honey  I never really understood the purpose of poetry or why everyone in english loved it, I 
used to find most poems too difficult to understand - let alone enjoy. After reading this collection 
I started to get it. I started to understand why people love poetry and why it is so important. To 
me, poetry connects deeper with me than novels do. I find myself thinking more about poetry 
and life - I have Milk and Honey  to thank for that.  
 

 
Goals:  

 
My goal for next semester is to try and increase my reading rate to between 30-60 pages 

a day, I anticipate that I will be reading more “candy” or “just right” novels, as there will be no 
demand from english class. I also feel as though I deserve a break from the more challenging 
novels - for at least a little while. I would like to dwindle my “ To Be Read List” which consists of 
the following titles: (in no particular order) 
 

The Glass Castle  - Jeanette Walls  
The Cellist of Sarajevo -  Steven Galloway 

Night -  Elie Wiesel  
The Complete Poetry  - Maya Angelou  
The Soul of Rumi -  Jalaluddin Rumi 

The Poetry of Robert Frost: Collected Poems -  Robert Frost  
The Picture of Dorian Gray -  Oscar Wilde 

The Importance of Being Earnest -  Oscar Wilde 
The Glass Menagerie -  Tennessee Williams  

All The Light We Cannot See -  Anthony Doerr  
Harry Potter and The Cursed Child -  John Tiffany, Jack Thorne, J.K Rowling 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (original screenplay)  
and many more…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


